
BOTLEY WEST SOLAR FARM EXAMINATION   

  

WRITTEN REPRESENTATION BY BEGBROKE AND YARNTON GREEN BELT CAMPAIGN (BYG)  

IN ADVANCE OF DEADLINE 1: 4 JUNE 2025 IN RESPECT OF THE APPLICANT’S FUNDING  

STATEMENT (APP 022)   

  

BYG attended ISH1 and made representations in respect of Agenda Item 3f, the DCO. These 
representations concerned the need for a financial bond to guarantee that, if BW were to be 
permitted and constructed, it would also be fully decommissioned. After our comments and 
the response from the Applicants, Inspector Shaikh, as noted in the transcript of the 
meeting, asked the Applicants “Can you provide any assurance that the money will be 
available in 37.5 years time to restore the land back to its original condition? The response 
from Mr Yates was that “The position of the applicant is in the funding statement, the fact 
that funds will be available and the funding statement goes into detail as to how the 
investment is expected between now and decommissioning, to ensure that funds are 
available in order to fund that decommissioning.”  (Transcript ISH1 PART 3 01.05.38)  

We believe the confidence Mr. Yates has in APP 022 is misplaced.  BYG has undertaken 
detailed analysis of the finances of PVDP, its associated companies and the individuals 
involved with them. We have applied the knowledge gained in that analysis to an evaluation 
of APP 022 and reported that in our Relevant Representation (RR0092). Our view as 
expressed in RR0092 is that neither SolarFive nor PVDP have the resources to develop BWSF 
if the DCO and CPO were to be made. The description of these companies and their funding 
in APP 022 is, at best, inadequate, possibly misleading. That the unaudited accounts 
provided in APP 022 have been redacted to exclude all financial information, we suggest 
means the Applicant is actually trying to avoid describing its financial position.  

We also provide in RR0092 a full description of the background to the Applicant, including a 
detailed analysis of its involvement in several projects in Japan, which has been clearly less 
extensive than the Applicant has indicated.   

We conclude in RR0092 that “a small undercapitalised German company, owned by a 
Russian national with no significant assets in the UK or any visible funding available to 
develop it, is asking the UK Government to entrust it with the largest solar farm to be built in 
this country”. We have received no indication from the Applicants that any of our analysis in 
RR0092 is incorrect.  

It is notable that unlike other application documents there is no author of the APP 022 is 
identified. Mr Yates in the exchange with Inspector extracted above indicated he could not 
personally provide any assurance about PVDP’s financial situation. The 2 representatives of 



the company at Preliminary Meeting and ISH1 do not seem to have the knowledge or 
authority to speak on behalf of PVDP on financial matters. Neither is a director of it or any 
related company. Mr Le Cointe became an employee of the company recently after a long 
career as a consultant with RPS Group, whilst Mr Owen-Lloyd became Director of Botley 
West Solar Farm in 2020; according to Companies House there is no Botley West Solar Farm 
company, so this appears to be an honorary title.  

So not only is the information in APP 022 inadequate, and we would argue wrong and 
misleading, but there is also no apparent source for the information that has been provided 
or witness the ExA can question about it.  

Given this, it would appear there is no basis for the ExA to be able to conclude that the 
Applicant will be able to provide resources to fund the compulsory purchase. That being the 
case, it follows there is no basis to believe the Applicant will be able to fund the 
construction, maintenance and decommissioning of the scheme either.  

With almost 6 months of the Examination left perhaps the Applicant will wish to provide 
further evidence of its financial credibility. We suggest there are fundamental questions for 
it to answer. For example:  

APP 022 Appendix 1 suggests the source of funding for the project appears to be the  
Limmasol based company, Cransseta Investments Limited, wholly owned by the 
Russian national Julia Lezhen and for which no financial information has been 
provided. Can audited accounts for this company be provided to confirm that the 
necessary funds are available for both the compulsory purchase costs and 
subsequent stages of the project? Can there also be detailed confirmation of the 
source or quantum of any funds that will be provided by Cransseta to the Botley West  
project?   

We are, of course, prepared to provide further information we have relevant to this matter 
and assist the ExA in whatever way we can. We should add that the content of our RR was 
based on our own research. However, there has been extensive coverage of PVDP and BW in 
Private Eye, which has an established reputation for investigative journalism. The relevant 
copies are attached.  

In conclusion, we believe that APP 022 does not provide any reasonable basis to believe the 
Applicant has the necessary resources to execute the CPO or develop and decommision 
Botley West and unless further evidence is provided on this matter the ExA would have to 
report that to the SoS.  

Coverage in Private Eye providing additional detail relating to the 
backgound of the Botley West applicants, their development experience 

and sources of funding.  



Below is a complete list of the articles which have appeared in Private Eye and which 
are included on the following pages in the order shown:-  

Issue  Title  Date  
  

1597  
  

  
Marlborough light  

  
5 May 2023  

  
1599  

  

  
Botley contested  

  
2 June 2023  

  
1601  

  

  
Light and shady  

  
30 June 2023  

  
1602  

  

  
Solar opposites  

  
14 July 2023  

  
1605  

  

  
Lezhen learned  

  
25 August 2023  

  
1609  

  

  
Pulling the plug  

  
20 October 2023  

  
1612  

  

  
Shady solar  

  
1 December 2023  

  
1617  

  

  
Sun trap  

  
16 February 2024  

  
1623  

  

  
Panel discussion  

  
10 May 2024  

  
1635  

  

  
Palace intrigue  

  
25 October 2024  

  
1640  

  

  
Wind of change  

  
10 January 2025  

  
1643  

  

  
Solar flannel  

  
21 February 2025  

  
1647  

  

  
Panel games  

  
18 April 2025  



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 




